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 Aim of the meeting:

The European Commission is organising a conference on Social Dialogue in the Western Balkans to take place in Belgrade in October 2007. The conference is addressed to social partners and public authorities responsible for social dialogue from Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Kosovo (as defined by the UN Security Council Resolution 1244). The Commissioner of Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Vladimir Spidla, will also participate in this event. 

The goal of the Conference will be to exchange views about the elements that make social dialogue successful, and to reinforce links between European social partners and their counterparts in the Balkans. The Conference will also address the Memorandum of Understanding related to the Energy Treaty. This event is complementary with the social dialogue conference that will take place in Portugal in November 2007, bringing together labour and industry from 27 Member States. Globally, challenges and perspectives of social dialogue will be discussed with social partners and public authorities from more than 32 countries in Europe. 

	FRIDAY 19th OCTOBER 2007 (Morning)


From 08.00
REGISTRATION
Morning session

	09.00 – 09.30


	Opening Session

	
	Chaired by European Commission Delegation in Serbia

· Video 

Keynote speakers:

· Serbian Ministry for Labour, Employment and Social Policy
· European Commission, DG EMPL


	09.30 – 11.00

	Social Dialogue: A tailored mechanism to manage change 
Promoting a balance between tripartite and bipartite social dialogues

	
	· General presentation: Mr Jackie Morin (European Commission)
· Sectoral example: bipartite dialogue in Electricity
· Presentation from trade union organisations

· Presentation from employers' organisations

· National exemple: social dialogue in Poland

	
	Questions & Debate ( 30 min)


11.00 – 11.30
COFFEE BREAK

	11.30 – 13.00

	The Autonomy principle:

A prerequisite for the resolution of problems through consensus 

	
	· General presentation
· Sectoral example: the dialogue in Construction
· Presentation from trade union organisations

· Presentation from employers' organisations

· National exemple: social dialogue in France

	
	Questions & Debate (30 min)


13.00 – 14.30
LUNCH
	FRIDAY 19 th OCTOBER 2007


Afternoon session

	14.30 – 16.30

	Reinforcing the capacity of social partners

	
	· ILO / Turin projects on capacity building
· European cross-industry social partners initiatives
· The Commission assistance instruments - IPA and TAIEX
· Sectoral example: Initiatives in Textiles

	
	Questions & Debate (30 min)


16.30 – 17.00
COFFEE BREAK

	17.00 – 18.30


	Discussion Panel:

How to make social dialogue contribute efficiently to bringing the Western Balkan region closer to the European social model

	
	The panel will be composed of representatives from trade unions, employers' organisations, and public administration of different countries

	
	Questions & Debate (30 min)


20.00
DINNER
	SATURDAY 20 th OCTOBER 2007


Morning session

	10.00 – 11.30


	Discussion Panel:

The Energy Community and Memorandum of Understanding
Social dimension of energy policies and the role of social partners

	
	Moderator – Mr Jackie Morin 
The panel will be composed of representatives from energy trade unions, employers' organisations, and public administration of different countries


	
	Questions & Debate (45 min)


	11.30 – 12.00
	Closing remarks

	
	· Serbian Ministry for Labour, Employment and Social Policy
· European Commission Delegation in Serbia



	This meeting is being organised by the

Technical Assistance Information Exchange Instrument

of the European Commission
CHAR 03/149, B - 1049 Brussels 
Telephone: +32-2-296 73 07, Fax: +32-2-296 76 94 

Web site http://taiex.ec.europa.eu/
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